Freedom of Information

Pursuant to the fundamental philosophy of the American constitutional form of government, it is the public policy of the State of Illinois that all persons are entitled to full and complete information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts and policies of those who represent them as public officials and public employees. Such access is necessary to enable the people to fulfill their duties of discussing public issues fully and freely, making informed political judgments and monitoring government to ensure that it is being conducted in the public interest

How to Request Police Records

A. Persons or organizations requesting the release of information or copies of records possessed by the police department, and not in possession of a court order or motion for discovery, shall respond to the Village Clerk’s Office to apply for the records under the Freedom of Information Act. (FOI)

B. The standard fee for copying reports shall apply unless the requested information is in the interest of health, safety and welfare of the public and not for the purpose of personal or commercial benefit. 

Fees For Copies of Police Reports: 

$7.00 for reports up to 10 pages in length

   .25 for each additional page up to a maximum of $50.00

C. The Police Department will respond to requests in writing within seven days of receipt of the FOI form

Exemptions


The following records shall be exempt from inspection and copying: 

1. Information specifically prohibited from disclosure by federal or state law or rules and regulations adopted under federal or state law.

2. Information that, if disclosed, would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, unless the individual subjects of the information consent to the disclosure in writing.  The disclosure of information that bears on the public duties of public employees and officials shall not be considered an invasion of personal privacy.

3. Personnel files and personal information maintained with respect to employees, appointees, or elected officials of any public body or applicants for those positions.

4. Information revealing the identity of persons who file complaints with or provide information to the department, provided, however, that identification of witnesses to traffic accidents, traffic accident reports, and rescue reports may be provided to the public, except in a case for which a criminal investigation is ongoing, without constituting a clearly unwarranted per se invasion of personal privacy.

5. Law enforcement records that:

a) Interfere with pending or actually and reasonably contemplated law enforcement proceedings, 

b)  Deprive a person of a fair trial or an impartial hearing,

c)  Unavoidably discloses the identity of a confidential source or confidential information furnished by the confidential source.

d)  Disclose unique or specialized investigative techniques other than those generally used and known.

e)  Constitute an invasion of personal privacy.

f)  Endanger the life or physical safety of law enforcement personnel or any other person

g)  Obstruct a criminal investigation. 

6. Criminal history record information except the following which shall be open for public inspection and copying: 

a)   arrest  logs or public blotters

b)   the name of persons in custody and the charges for which they are being held

c)   court records that are available to the public 

d)   records in which the requesting party is the individual identified except as provided under 5 (f) above  

Denials Of Requests For Records


A.
Records requests that are denied by this department shall be documented and mailed to the requesting party via certified mail within seven days of receipt of the request.  


B.
Written denials of requests shall identify the reason that the information is not releasable and the name of the individual responsible for the denial.

D. Persons requesting records that are denied by this department will be advised in writing of their right to appeal the denial to the Village Mayor. 

